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INTERNATIONAL LUTHERAN COUNCIL  

On September 1, Lutheran Church Presidents 
and Bishops from 30 countries, along with their 
wives and other guests, departed from Korea after 

having gathered for 6 days for the 23rd Conference 
of the International Lutheran Council (ILC) under 
the theme “In Christ:  Living Life to the Full.”   

The ILC is a worldwide association of 
established confessional Lutheran church bodies.  
These are the churches that the LCMS is in 
fellowship with around the world.  It was great to 
see friends we knew in the past from around the 
world as well as make new friends or meet people 
we had only known via email. 

Dr. John Eckrich, M.D., delivered the keynote 
address titled “The Fragrance of Christ,” which 
looked at disease and health in relation to the life 
and ministry of Christians, particularly pastors and 
their wives.   Rev. Dr. John Ludwig and wife Kathy, 
led sessions which 
focused on “The Power 
of We,” helping ministry 
couples to have Joy in 
the Journey with Hearts 
Ablaze! 

Each day began with some light exercise and 
Scriptural meditation. There was also Bible study, 
World Area reports, business meetings, shopping 
and sightseeing, worship in local Lutheran Church 
in Korea (LCK) congregations, the election and 
installation of ILC officers, and a final Service of 
Healing. 

The Conference was hosted by the LCK.  The 
participants expressed appreciation for all of the 
work that the LCK staff put into preparing for the 
conference.  They also thoroughly enjoyed the time 
to meet together informally, getting to know one 
another and learning about the work of partner 
Lutheran church bodies around the world as they 
reach the lost with the saving Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. 
 

KOSBERGS ARRIVE IN KOREA  
On September 20th, Pastor Steve Kosberg was 

installed as pastor of International Lutheran 
Church, Seoul.  He and his wife, Mary, arrived in 
Korea from Mankato, 
MN, having been 
called by the 
congregation though 
the LCMS Board for 
Mission Services.  It 
was an exciting day 
for everyone involved 
– for Steve as he began his new ministry, for me as 
it officially closed the vacancy which I had been 
covering since August 2008, and for the 
congregation as it welcomed its new pastor.  
President Um of the Lutheran Church in Korea 
officiated at the installation.  

Pastor Steve preached a sermon titled: From a 
life of uncertainty to a certainty of God’s Grace.  We 
live a life of uncertainty, never really sure about 
how things will go for us.  There is uncertainty for 
both the new pastor and the congregation, and 
uncertainty in many things in life.  But the certainty 
we can hold on to is that God cares for us and will 
encourage us daily in our journey of faith.  The 
unconditional love of God gives us the certainty of 
life here and life forever. 

The Kosbergs are settling in well, already 
making the parsonage their home and learning their 
way around using Seoul’s bus and subway lines.  
They are mission minded folks, having served as 
missionaries in Papua New Guinea, Alaska, and 
cross-culturally to the Hmong people in MN. Pastor 
Steve’s passion is to help people connect with 
Jesus.  It is a blessing for the people at 
International Lutheran Church, Seoul, and for 
Jennifer and me, to have the Kosbergs as partners 
and co-workers in the Gospel. 

 
NORTH KOREA UPDATE  

This month, Pastor Carl Hanson was visiting us 
here in Korea and we had the opportunity to meet 
with Dr. Kim Joo, the agricultural specialist who is 
our partner in working on 4 farms in North Korea.  
Dr. Joo had just returned from North Korea.  She 
reported that the 15,000 people on our 4 farms are 
doing well, even as news of a poor harvest in North 
Korea hits the newspapers.  The materials to build 
a heated greenhouse have finally been delivered 
via China and the North Korean farmers have 



partially constructed it.  Before the cold weather 
sets in, they will build a small heating house on one 
end and then use diesel to generate the heat which 

will be piped into 
the greenhouse 
through the winter.  
This greenhouse 
was made possible 
by a donation from 
two LCMS 
congregations in 
Kiron and Deloit, 
Iowa. 

 
NEW BUILDINGS IN FOR THE LCK  

One of the things we always notice living in 
Seoul is that there is continual construction on a 
massive scale.  It is no different in the LCK. 

Luther University/Seminary (LTU) has 
completed the new five story building on its 

campus.  
The 
building 
doubles 
the 
school’s 
classroom 
space, has 
a large 

theatre style lecture hall with a full stage for drama 
productions, and a new cafeteria will be in the 
basement level.  The ILC Conference opening 
worship service and keynote address were held 
there.  The ILC was the 
first group to use the 
building, even before 
everything was finished 
and the building 
dedicated. 

The Luther Building 
continues to rise toward 
the sky.  Where once 
stood a five story 
building owned by the 
LCK, now there is a 
building reaching about 
18 stories - toward a 
total of 24 stories (and 5 below ground).  The 
groundbreaking for this building happened on June 
10, 2008 and construction is scheduled to be 
completed by July 11, 2010.  The building will be 
rented to corporate businesses and the income will 
be used for 4 purposes:  finance new congregation 
starts, a pension fund for retired pastors, support 
Luther University/Seminary, and support foreign 
mission work from the LCK. 

KIDS CORNER 
     John  is now in middle school at Seoul Foreign 

School. This means he is in a different 
set of buildings on campus and has a 
locker!  He is working on an insect 
collection for his science class, and 
has just completed designing and 
making a board game based on a 

novel his class read. 
     Grace is a 5th grader this year. 
She is in beginner band and has 
started learning the French horn.  
It is amazing how quickly she is 
learning how to form her lips to get 
the needed notes. 

James  – Not willing to wait for 
5th grade band, James took up his 

brother’s baritone and started to 
play!  Senior kindergarten is suiting 
James very well this year – 
especially the fact that there is 
plenty of time on the playground.  
He is bringing home readers every 
day to practice his reading.     

 
PRAYER REQUESTS 
+ Please join us in praising and thanking God that 
Pastor Steve and Mary Kosberg have arrived at 
International Lutheran Church, Seoul; 
+…praise the Lord for the time we were able to 
spend with Carl Hanson (Jennifer’s brother); 
+…praise God that Jennifer’s knee is slowly 
healing and getting less painful; 
+…praise God that the harvest on our 4 farms in 
North Korea is looking good, asking that the Lord 
continue to bless our efforts to work in North Korea; 
+…pray for continued good health for our family; 
+…for the Lord to open doors of opportunity for 
new mission work now that Patrick has finished his 
vacancy work at the International Lutheran Church. 
 

 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
   Rev. Patrick and Jennifer O’Neal 
   446-11 Huam-Dong 
   Yongsan-Gu    
   Seoul  140-190                    
   KOREA               E-mail: patrick.oneal@lcms.org  
 

 
 

To support our work financially, you may send a tax-
deductible gift to: LCMS World Mission, 1333 S. 
Kirkwood Rd., St. Louis, MO 63122-7295. Make checks 
payable to LCMS World Mission. Write “Support of 
Patrick & Jennifer O’Neal” on the memo line.  You may 
also give on-line at: http://www.lcms.org/?10729  
 


